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Aptos Blue

MidPen Housing Corporation

275 Main Street

Suite 204

Watsonville, CA 95076

Artist Statement and Proposal for Aptos Blue:


Please allow us to introduce ourselves and explain why we feel that we would be the best fit for the position of the artist to bring to life the history of the Castro House in a creative way!  Taylor Blackmore graduated from UCSC in 2007 with a BA in fine arts with a focus in painting and visual arts.  He continues to make works based on commission and is dedicated to expressing the symbology of the worker.  Taylor creates unique textiles and patterns that weave historical imagery with classical forms.  He is currently expanding his artistic scope to include ceramics, custom frames and extrusion.  Daniel Brodell-Lake graduated from UCSC in 2006 with an independent BA entitled Ethnography & Photography, which combined sociology, cultural anthropology, photography and Spanish linguistics.  Daniel is currently studying for an MSc in Integrative Ecosocial Design with Gaia University and has obtained two distinct permaculture design certifications in the past year. He is creating a photographic book to express ecological design as an inter-American dialogue. The two of us have been working together ever since we met in 2010.  We worked together as the artists in residence at the Omega Institute, and we collaborate on a photo emulsion process that combines elements of painting and photography to create amazing imagery.  We are passionate about civil rights, the preservation of history and culture, and investing in the health and resilience of local communities.  From October to December 2012, we worked on a dairy farm and permaculture project near the Turrialba volcano in Costa Rica.  We will be taking a solar energy course at Cabrillo college this spring as part of our artistic, personal and career development.  We feel as though our collective compass has directed us towards this project and that the processes of creativity at Aptos Blue will transcend the boundaries of art to become transformative for both the community and ourselves.  


Our vision for public art for Aptos Blue is an ecology of interdependent and interacting elements.  The history of the Castro House is rich and diverse, and as such, our art project is rich and diverse to reflect the history of the place.  There is an artistic theme expressed in different forms that encapsulates the symbolism and history of the Castro House, the Monterey Bay and Mexican-American heritage.  Photographs, paintings, photo-emulsions, mixed-media and three dimensional installments carry these themes and symbols throughout the landscape so that the viewer/participant feels intimately connected with the history of the place and internalizes how it is that this particular location has changed over time.  Our beautiful and creative installments honor the past and preserve history, while representing a uniquely new story that will soon become part of the rich history of the site.  Reclaimed materials and research from historical records provide a base for context in the creative manifestation.  Just as Rafael Castro gave this land to his son, we would like for the educational garden to be a gift for the younger generation, so that they may live within a healthy orchard with limitless possibilities and wonder.  Building with cob, earth bags and reclaimed materials, we produce large artistic installments as well as benches and an earth oven at a very affordable cost.  

We envision an edible food forest with benches interspersed throughout as an integral part of the art project.  The garden is educational in nature and the children who live at Aptos Blue are learning how to grow their own food and turn their organic waste back into healthy soil using worm bins and compost.  Residents of Aptos Blue share tools with each other, which increases community resiliency and interaction between neighbors while reducing costs to each family.  The community center at the orchard garden is also a gleaning center, which provides free-of-charge, organic and local produce to the residents.  Potlucks and pizza nights are held in the garden, and the earth oven provides an attraction to gather around as well as heat on foggy evenings.  Residents are content because they harvest fresh greens and fruit from their immediate community rather than from the store, and they view artistic installments made from reclaimed historical materials.  The rain gutters direct water flow to fruit trees, and when there is a downpour, there are no muddy lawns but rather invigorated local food production.  If possible and desirable, the steep bank that goes down to the creek is terraced and planted with herbs and flowers.  This increases safety in addition to beautifying the area.

