How to use  


Ethical Home Elements:


A Decision-Making Assistant





	Homes are difficult to manage, never mind renovate. From changing a lamp fixture to taking a sledge-hammer to the wall, the most difficult part of home ownership is not the implementation but the decision making process.


	Choosing the right equipment, system, insulation, or even paint can be emotionally taxing, ethically burdening, and monetarily strenuous. These worksheets are to help clarify the options, document the choices for ease-of-reference, and create a neat log of the house for future use.


	At the end of the process, you will have many worksheets that will be compiled into a folder (either electronically or as hard copies). Every possible option you stumbled upon should be documented to avoid doing the same research twice.


	Each category—Earth Care, Fair Share, and People Care—will take you through a series of questions based on the element's ethical value. The best elements will answer “Yes” to all three Ethics. If the element challenges a certain ethic it is answered “No.” However, the element may have other aspects that still make it appealing; or, there may be no other alternatives. 


				Avoid using the element – find an Alternative


				Alleviate the negatives – find an Atonement


				Accept the negatives – find an Additional Action.


	-If you have an Alternative element that is more suited to this ethic, 			note it and mark Avoid.


	-If there is another element that could offset the negatives, mark 				Alleviate and note the Atonement(s).


	-If there are aspects of the element that provide additional functions 			other than the primary purpose or if the element is a back-up for 			other elements with a similar function, mark Accept and note the 			Additions/ Actions. This is important for resiliency and 				redundancy.





	At the end of the worksheet, there is an evaluation of the mark-up based on a point system. Write in your answers to each Ethic and find the element's 


 “score”.





1. Begin by checking off the type of document. This will help organize worksheets later.








	System:  __X___    Envelope:  _____    Finish:  _____     Other:  ______ 











2. Write in the name of the element. Jot down it's function, where you found the idea, anything unique or exciting, and your initial instincts. 





      ELEMENT NAME: Hot water hybrid-electric heat pump   Briefly describe element function:


	Heats water, Energy Star rated, state rebate available, acts as dehumidifier by pulling in


	warm moisture from the surrounding air, heat pump mode is more efficient than 


	electric, heard about it from John Abrams (established Design/Builder on Martha's


	Vineyard)--said 60 gallon tank is more efficient than 50 gals for family of four, local


	store has good model for $1000.








3. Begin filling out sheet.


 


	Earth Care


	YES: _____ (Efficient, renewable resource, natural product, Energy Star...)


	NO:___X__(High embodied-energy, wasteful, harms wildlife...)


		If No: give first impression/gut instinct:


			The element is an Energy Star product, but still uses a lot of electricity.





		Avoid: Is there a better Alternative earth-wise?


			Yes: __X__  No:____ 	If yes, mention below and provide page for “Alternative” element. 


						If no, is the element necessary? Seek Atonements or Additional Actions.


			Alternative:___Solar hot water heater__________________ 





	Fair Share


	YES: ___X___ (Feasible, worth the price, supportful.)


	NO:______(Expensive beyond worth, funds not available, money not supporting good 				cause/company...)


		If No: give first impression/gut instinct:








		Avoid: Is there a more feasible Alternative?


			Yes: ____  No:_____ 	If yes, mention below and provide page for “Alternative” element. 


						If no, is the element necessary? Seek Atonements or Additional Actions.


			Alternative:_____________________ 





	People Care


	YES: ___X__ (Healthful, beautiful, comfortable, nurturing...)


	NO:______(Harmful, unnecessary, exclusive...)


		If No: give first impression/gut instinct:








		Avoid: Is there a healthier Alternative?


			Yes: ____  No:_____ 	If yes, mention below and provide page for “Alternative” element. 


						If no, is the element necessary? Seek Atonements or Additional Actions.


			Alternative:_____________________





 4. Note any system, element, finish product, etc. that could make up for 			the negatives described above.








	Alleviate: Can another element of the design Atone for the negatives?


		Yes: __X__  If yes, explain below and provide sheet for “Atonement” element. Mark +1 each for score.


		Atonement:___solar panels, NHEC Rebate, 50% of installed cost up to $1000___





 5. Note any secondary or tertiary functions the element might provide. 			Note if the element acts as a supporting element in the case a 			primary or secondary element becomes unemployable.





	Accept: Does the element provide Additional functions or Act as a back-up element? 	


		Yes: __X__  If yes, explain below. Aim for 3 functions or 1/3 of redundancy. Mark +1 each for score.


					


		Additions and/or Actions:


			Because of my open well, my basement is very humid. The heat pump on the 				water heater acts as a dehumidifier and could remedy the dampness. I could 				place the water heater near the wood stove in the basement so that it draws 				the heat directly from the wood stove heat. I could even put a pot of water 				on the wood stove so the warm moisture would be taken by the heat pump.





6. Note anything else that might effect the decision.





	Other Benefits? (i.e. found, gifted or donated object; pre-owned; interesting; beautiful...)


		I can install this myself!















































7. Mark up the “score”


Final Analysis


Circle Y for the Ethics marked Yes.


Circle N for Ethics marked No.


Mark +1 for each item under Alleviate or Accept.





		Earth Care:        Y    N							 Y-Y-Y      3


												 Y-Y-N      2


		Fair Share:         Y    N		__N__ - __Y__ - __Y__	 	 Y-N-N      1													 N-N-N      0


		People Care :      Y    N		            


=____2_____	


				


									


				Atonements, Additions, Actions		+___3_____








ELEMENT SCORE:   ____5___            �
�



Element's Atonements: see worksheet for _____________________


Element's Additions/Actions: see worksheet for _________________


